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GROPIUS HOUSE - RENEWING A CLASSIC
WWGD? (WHAT WOULD GROPIUS DO (NOW)?)

 Form follows function

This is the basic Bauhaus tenet. The Gropius House, iconic in its simplicity and use of industrial 
elements, was designed by Walter Gropius in 1938 for himself, his wife and his daughter. It 
contains 2300 square feet of functionality and sophistication, yet quite unpretentious in its 
character.
 A modern family of 5 has decided to call Gropius House “home” - and meeting the 
challenge to retain its history while employing the traditions of the Bauhaus using today’s 
newest materials will be the way to Gropius House new future. It prompts one to wonder, with 
the evolution of building materials over the last 75 years - What Would Gropius Do to make this 
space a home to a new generation?

Simplicity - Angularity - Unity - Subtlety - Monochromaticy - Usonian 

“THE MIND IS LIKE AN UMBRELLA - IT FUNCTIONS BEST WHEN OPEN.” - WALTER GROPIUS
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Gropius First Floor - Original Floor plan

Analysis sketch - Family Member BasedAnalysis sketch - Foot Traffic BasedAnalysis sketch - Activity Based 



G The Mood and Inspirations for the Redesign
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Elements and accents - Suggested uses in Redesign
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Gropius South Elevation-Section

Gropius First Floor proposed Layout
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Gropius Floor plan Before & After - Overlay Drafts
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Room redesign with 4 layers - Top 2 layers are mylar pencil drawing and glass wall overlays

Gropius living room concept perspective - Pencil

Room redesign mylar overlay with graphics added

New Living room: 

- Employ movable walls
- flexible seating for maximum   
  usability
- Piano for children’s lessons
- Game table to keep the room 
  family-centric
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The New Kitchen:

- An Outside-In Experience
- Garden access for fresh 
  vegetables and herbs
- no upper cupboards to 
  obstruct views
- Office space for Chef Dad
- Sleek design for entertaining  
  or filming tv Cooking episodes

3 Layer - Kitchen with mylar overlay pencil drawing

Pencil drawing overlaid with graphics on mylar

Kitchen base layer - pencil concept perspective


